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a drive in the park. In the meanwhile several
charges were fired from the cannon in the fore-
court. Lavish refreshments were served to the
officers of the King's Guard and all the people
in His Majesty's retinue; and he returned to
Fontainebleau very satisfied with the visit he had
paid Marshal de Villars/' These words, quoted
by M. Jean Cordey in his masterly work in the
Chateau de Vaux, depict in a lively way one of
the sovereign's numerous visits.

At Marly, they gambled for fantastic stakes;
Marie Leczinska lost two thousand pounds in
three days. Piquet, cavagnolle and quadrille were
the rage; people met round a table; Louis XV set
the example and nothing could restrain his extra-
vagance. Besides gambling, -walking and hunting,
concerts and theatrical performances still enlivened
the occupations of the Court. A frivolous existence
in the eyes of many historians, an existence which
was a cover to a harder life of work and the
planning of the most difficult problems.

It is foolish to judge a man according to his
pleasures and amusements and the moments when
he is off his guard and heedless; one should get
beneath the surface to understand and appreciate
him; and take a wide view of the whole field of
his actions- Now, when it is a question of Louis XV,
these show an extreme complexity. To claim that
one can tell of his reign with a series of spicy
tales, to depict him in the midst of banquets and
amusements, to be insistent about the license of
his passions, and accept stories wantonly fabricated